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MAKE A DIFFERENCE! MENTOR A COLLEGE FRESHMAN!
Publicolor engages at-risk students in their education and empowers them to plan and prepare for college and career through a continuum of youth development/educational programs that starts with teaching them how to paint vibrant colors in their institutional-looking schools and nearby community facilities, thus creating a new sense of school community and safety.

The Publicolor Mentoring Program is geared towards students who have been part of our painting and workshop environment and are now continuing their education by stepping into their first year of college. Almost all are the first in their families to attend college, which means they’re surrounded by little knowledge of the value of a college education. Related to this is the fact that many feel pressured to drop out and earn money instead of graduating. Our students need your guidance enormously. It’s a transition time for them and the support they would get from an accomplished professional is invaluable. 
How this works?
· 1 initial meeting with the mentor coordinator – you will get to meet your mentee and connect with them with the support of the mentor coordinator
· Once a month meeting in person or talking to your mentee. The mentor coordinator will support you in choosing the best times to meet for you and your mentee and will follow up after each meeting to see if any additional support can be offered (If your mentee is at a college out of town, the meeting in person will be replaced with a phone conversation)
· Checking in by email/phone/text every 2 weeks with your mentee
· A few scheduled events over the course of the year: Saturday painting days when you will have an opportunity to paint alongside your mentee, dinners organized by Publicolor as an opportunity to interact with your mentee in a more relaxed environment and other fun events
· 1 painting party at the end of the school year to honor and thank all our mentors and mentees
How long does it take?

· We require our mentors to commit to at least 1 year with their mentee
This is a fun and challenging experience that allows you to really make a difference in someone’s life. Publicolor students are transforming themselves, while they transform under-resourced facilities and are preparing to be part of an educated workforce—so crucially important in today’s competitive global market. Additionally, the ripple effect of at-risk students’ accessing college education is enormous: they not only break out of cyclical poverty, they also raise the bar for their families and friends, encouraging their entire community to believe in a way of achieving their dreams.

* All mentors will be required to complete an intake form to assist with the matching process. Please contact the Mentor Coordinator, Lavinia Lumezanu for more information or to sign up to be a mentor: Lavinia@publicolor.org
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